Find a Legal Learn Legal |
. v
FindLaw. Lawyer Forms & v  Aboutthe ¥  professionals Blogs Q

Services Law

FINDLAW , CODES / CALIFORNIA / WATER CODE , § 13000

California Code, Water Code - WAT § 13000

Current as of January 01, 2025 | Updated by Findlaw Staff

The Legislature finds and declares that the people of the state have a primary interest in the
conservation, control, and utilization of the water resources of the state, and that the quality of all the

waters of the state shall be protected for use and enjoyment by the people of the state.

The Legislature further finds and declares that activities and factors which may affect the quality of the
waters of the state shall be regulated to attain the highest water quality which is reasonable, considering
all demands being made and to be made on those waters and the total values involved, beneficial and

detrimental, economic and social, tangible and intangible.

The Legislature further finds and declares that the health, safety and welfare of the people of the state
requires that there be a statewide program for the control of the quality of all the waters of the state;
that the state must be prepared to exercise its full power and jurisdiction to protect the quality of waters
in the state from degradation originating inside or outside the boundaries of the state; that the waters of
the state are increasingly influenced by interbasin water development projects and other statewide
considerations; that factors of precipitation, topography, population, recreation, agriculture, industry and
economic development vary from region to region within the state; and that the statewide program for

water quality control can be most effectively administered regionally, within a framework of statewide

coordination and policy. ’
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FindLaw Codes may not reflect the most recent version of the law in your jurisdiction. Please verify the

status of the code you are researching with the state legislature before relying on it for your legal needs.
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A free source of state and federal court opinions, state laws, and the United States
Code. For more information about the legal concepts addressed by these cases and

statutes, visit FindLaw's Learn About the Law.
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